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SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY — REDUCED SPEED LIMIT TRIAL 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [12.02 pm]: In January, I visited Donnybrook 
with my colleague the member for Collie–Preston, Hon Mick Murray, MLA, to announce that from the end of 
January until May the speed limit on South Western Highway will be lowered to 40 kilometres per hour in Boyanup, 
Donnybrook, Balingup and Bridgetown. Last year, at the request of Hon Mick Murray, MLA, and the Shires of 
Donnybrook–Balingup, Capel and Bridgetown–Greenbushes, I attended a meeting in Donnybrook. Subsequently, 
the Road Safety Commission liaised with Main Roads Western Australia. The 40-kilometre-per-hour speed zone 
trial addresses community road safety concerns with the speed that vehicles drive through those towns, particularly 
at weekends and during holiday periods. These towns see an average of 6 000 vehicles a day, many at speeds 
endangering pedestrians, cyclists, children and the elderly. Reducing the speed limit by 10 kays an hour can make 
a big difference to the stopping distance of a vehicle, which will not only add to road safety, but also improve the 
amenity of the towns. 
The trial will assist Main Roads Western Australia develop an effective speed signage plan in order for better driver 
compliance with a 40-kilometre-per-hour speed limit. A technical working group, overseen by Hon Mick Murray 
and comprising representatives from local governments, Main Roads Western Australia and the Road Safety 
Commission, will oversee the trial, conduct an evaluation of the trial and monitor road users’ reactions to the speed 
limit changes. I believe that local governments around Western Australia, especially in regional areas, will be very 
interested to see the results of the trial and consider how lower speed limits could improve road safety in their local 
area. Fatigue is emerging as a significant factor in more and more road crashes. Hopefully, in slowing down 
through these towns people will make the choice to take a break, have a coffee and enjoy all that these towns have 
to offer. 
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